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The Soldiers in Charge
The refusal of the Germans to accept mediation meant that the soldiers and not the statesmen were in charge, and though Sir Edward Grey battled manfully to stem the military tide, the thoughts of all the other Governments were on the prospects of victory or the danger of defeat in the war which they now thought to be inevitable. Sweeping aside the objections of the Tsar, the Russian military chiefs insisted on mobilizing as the Austrians mobilized, and Russian mobilization gave the signal for German, and German for French. It was thus that die Alliance system worked and was bound to work, when the civilian Governments decided on war or despaired of peace. Each justified itself by the action of its neighbour and probable enemy, and between these various pleas it can only be said that the chief responsibility belonged to those who first set the military machine in motion.
The situation at the end of July was that the Austrians were at war with Serbia, that Russia had replied first by a partial and then by a general mobilization, that Germany had mobilized and presented an ultimatum to Russia, and that France had mobilized with the certain result of bringing a declaration of war from Germany. On July 29 the Germans had had a momentary repentance, and for a few hours appeared to give their support to a last effort by Sir Edward Grey to bring about direct negotiations between Austria and Russia. But the German and Austrian military chiefs combined to* defeat this proposal, and though the Kaiser and die German Chancellor seem to have been sincere in wishing to give it a chance, they were helpless against this opposition.
The Bid for British Neutrality
On July 30 the German Chancellor, Bethmann Hollweg, made his famous bid for British neutrality—an offer " to make no territorial acquisition at the expense of France," if Britain would remain neutral. The offer did not extend to French colonies, and it left Germany free to do what she chose with Belgium. Sir Edward Grey answered briefly but decisively:
What lie asks us, in effect, is to engage to stand by wMe French colonies are taken and France is beaten so long as Germany does not take French territory, as distinct from the colo^ie§.
< was directed to another Balkan State, for by this time an event Jlad taken place which gave the Austrian war-makers a unique opportunity.a was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
